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Cracked Heads and Tasers:
Results of the March 6th Anti-
War Protests

On March 6th in 69 cities across Russia, around
5,000 participants in anti-war protests were
detained. In total, 13,000 people have been
detained in over 140 cities since the beginning
of protests against the war in Ukraine. OVD-Info
provides the main takeaways from the anti-war
protests on March 6th. There were many
instances of excessive use of force–police
violently arrested people, beat them with batons,
and used tasers.

https://ovd.info/en/regions/vsya-rossiya
https://ovd.info/articles


Текст на русском

Today OVD-Info worked tirelessly: our lawyers helped
detainees at police stations, we provided consultations
to detainees through our Telegram bot and by phone, and
also gathered and published information about detainees
and violations of their rights in many cities throughout Russia.
All of this was only possible thanks to you. Please support our
work through donations with crypto!

INFORMATION ON DETAINEES:

Arrested: 4,989 people in 69 cities across Russia. Here is the
list of people arrested by region.

Journalists Arrested: 13.

Minors Arrested: at least 113.

Beaten: at least 34.

What they were charged with: violating the established
procedures for participating in a public gathering (Part
5 of Article 20.2 of the Administrative Code), repeated
violations of the established procedures for holding a public
gathering (Part 8 of Article 20.2 of the Administrative Code),
organizing or conducting a unauthorized public gathering
(part 2 of Article 20.2 of the Administrative Code),
disobeying a lawful order of the police (Article 19.3 of the
Administrative Code), public activities aimed at «discrediting

ОБ ЭТОМ НИКТО НЕ УЗНАЕТ
Если об этом никто не напишет. Подпишитесь на регулярные
пожертвования ОВД‑Инфо, чтобы плохие дела не оставались в тишине.
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the use of Russia’s armed forces» (Article 20.3.3 of the
Administrative Code).

Possible penalties: depending on the Administrative Code
article, from 2,000 to 300,000 rubles and jail for
up to 30 days.

DETENTIONS OF PROTESTERS

Moscow



Открыть пост в Telegram: avtozaklive/12874

Открыть пост в Telegram: freepivovarov/8706

Открыть пост в Telegram: ovdinfo/13784

St. Petersburg

https://t.me/avtozaklive/12874
https://t.me/freepivovarov/8706
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13784


Открыть пост в Telegram: freepivovarov/8728

Открыть пост в Telegram: freepivovarov/8715

Irkutsk

Открыть пост в Telegram: freepivovarov/8723

Arkhangelsk

https://t.me/freepivovarov/8728
https://t.me/freepivovarov/8715
https://t.me/freepivovarov/8723


Открыть пост в Telegram: horizontal_russia/8892

Belgorod

Открыть пост в Telegram: chtede/42575

Tomsk

https://t.me/horizontal_russia/8892
https://t.me/chtede/42575


Открыть пост в Telegram: mediazzzona/7689

Ekaterinburg

https://t.me/mediazzzona/7689


Открыть пост в Telegram: ovdinfo/13764

Krasnodar

https://t.me/ovdinfo/13764


Открыть пост в Telegram: ovdinfolive/5597

Novosibirsk

https://t.me/ovdinfolive/5597


Открыть пост в Telegram: ovdinfolive/5576

Kostroma

https://t.me/ovdinfolive/5576


Открыть пост в Telegram: horizontal_russia/8907

Omsk

https://t.me/horizontal_russia/8907


Открыть пост в Telegram: horizontal_russia/8916

POLICE BRUTALITY AND THREATS

https://t.me/horizontal_russia/8916


In St. Petersburg police fractured the skulls of three men
while arresting them. One of the men, Vasilii Tikhanov, who
was arrested near St. Isaac’s church, was tased and beaten
with a baton. Another, Shukhrat Shiroliev, was thrown
to the ground by police and beaten right next to the
«Bronze Horseman» statue. The third was arrested and
beaten on Kazan street

In many cities, police without ID badges arrested
protestors and took them away in police vans. They
frequently used excessive force. This anonymity creates
the conditions for police to abuse their power and allows
them to escape criminal responsibility.

In Novosibirsk, a woman who was detained at the protests
reported that police had beaten her. She was taken from
the police station «Tsentral’nyi» in an ambulance with
a badly injured leg.

In Ekaterinburg, police threw a protestor into the snow
on the riverfront and beat him with batons, after which,
having broken his hand, they led him away to the police van.

In Petrozavodsk, police surrounded protestors, sealing
them off from leaving, after which they arrested almost
everyone.

In Moscow, four police officers arrested a man on Theatre
Square (Teatral’naya ploshchad’). First they kicked him and
then dragged him by his hands and feet to the police van.

In the entryway of the metro station «Revolution Square»
(Ploshchad’ Revoliutsii) in Moscow, OMON officers threw
a man to the floor while arresting him, pinned him down
with their knees and punched him in the head several
times.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://t.me/ovdinfo/13772
https://t.me/avtozaklive/12844
https://tayga.info/176434
https://t.me/itsmycity/19077
https://mediazona.online/online/2022/03/06/nowar#44755
https://t.me/msk_vesna/1462
https://t.me/ostorozhno_novosti/6200


In Ekaterinburg, two police officers roughed up a man while
detaining him because he tried to get out his telephone
to film protestors being encircled by the OMON riot police.
They grabbed him by the hands and neck and beat him
with batons. When he fell to the ground, the police hit him
again several times in the knees.

In Moscow near the Detskii Mir toy store at Lubyanka,
police began to stop passersby to check the contents
of their phones. They threatened to not let them continue
walking if they refused.

In Moscow on Tverskoi Square, police took down the
personal information of minors and gave them a warning,
telling them why children should not participate in protests.

In Moscow on Red Square, police pushed several people
face-first into a construction barrier while arresting them.
When bystanders started to take pictures of what was
happening, OMON officers moved in front of them to block
their view.

In Kazan, police beat one protestor while detaining him,
giving him a bloody lip.

In St. Petersburg, police arrested a man and his young
daughter. They were walking near Gostiny Dvor where
an anti-war protest was happening.

In Moscow, detainees waited in a police van for more than
four hours. First they were taken to the station Sokol, then
to Khoroshevskii and then to Khovrino, but not a single one
of these stations would take them.

In Moscow, police asked passersby to show them their
telephones and detained them if there were photos
of protests on their phones.
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https://t.me/ovdinfo/13764
https://t.me/Crexcrexcrex/3059
https://t.me/avtozaklive/12833
https://ovd.info/news/2022/02/24/akcii-v-podderzhku-naroda-ukrainy-i-protiv-voyny
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/5611
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/UPrXz?n=3000886230740537441
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/5686


In the Moscow police station «Brateevo», police beat
at least three women detainees. They poured water
on them and beat their faces and bodies.

In Moscow, protestors were beaten in front of children
when they were arrested at the Central Children’s Toy
Store.

VIOLATIONS IN POLICE
DEPARTMENTS AND NON-ADMISSION
OF LAWYERS

List will be updated.

People arrested at anti-war protests in various cities said
that police took their phones at the police station and
denied them access to their lawyers. In one of the Moscow
police stations, the Fortress Plan (Plan Krepost’) was
deployed.

In Krasnodar, detainees were forced to hand over their
phones. One man who refused was beaten.

In Ekaterinburg, police threatened a detainee that they
would either beat his legs or break his telephone if he tried
to film them.

POST-PROTEST CRIMINAL CASES

•

•

•

•

•

https://www.instagram.com/p/CaxY2zSujqp/
https://ovd.info/news/2022/02/24/akcii-v-podderzhku-naroda-ukrainy-i-protiv-voyny
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/UPrXz?n=3000937732262619813


In St. Petersburg, a criminal case was opened against three
protestors for using violence against a state agent (Article
318 of the Criminal Code). According to the police’s
version of events, the protestors assaulted officers.

Since February 24th when anti-war protests began in cities
across Russia, there have been a total of 20 criminal cases
opened against protestors under 8 articles of the Criminal
Code: using non-life-threatening violence against a state
agent (Criminal Code Article 318 part 1), hooliganism
(Article 213), vandalism (Article 214, part 1), vandalism
motivated by ideological, political, racial, national
or religious hatred (Article 214, part 2), making knowingly
false statements about terrorist activity (Article 207, part
2), spreading knowingly false information about
circumstances which pose a threat to the life and safety
of citizens (Article 207.1), calling for extremist activities
(Article 280) and fraud (Article 159, part 1). More
information about these cases is available in our guide.

DETENTION OF JOURNALISTS

•

•

https://t.me/novaya_pishet/37611
https://ovd.info/news/2022/03/05/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info


In Novosibirsk, police detained photographer Viktor
Bobrovnikov from NGS.ru. He was wearing a vest
identifying him as a member of the press.

In Moscow on Pushkin Square, journalists Pavel Nikulin and
Artyem Drachev were detained. They were both wearing
vests identifying them as members of the press.

In Ufa, a correspondent from Kommersant, Daria
Kucherenko was detained.

In St. Petersburg, police detained Andrei Okun, a journalist
from ZakS.ru, Pyotr Ivanov and Viktoria Arefeva, journalists
from Soty, and Elena Lukyanova, photographer from
Novaya Gazeta.

In Novosibirsk, Marina Ponomarenko, a journalist from
RusNews was detained.

In Nizhny Novgorod, a journalist from Federal Press, Mira
Maind, was detained.

In Voronezh, journalist Fyodr Orlov from Sota was detained
by police while broadcasting live. He had a press card,
an assignment from his editor, and was also wearing
a press vest.

In Krasnodar, police detained Polina Ulanovskaya,
a correspondent for Protokol.

ARRESTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
ACTIVISTS

•

•

•

•

•
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https://ngs.ru/text/gorod/2022/03/06/70491998/
https://t.me/moloko_plus/13402
https://t.me/profzhur/1377
https://t.me/profzhur/1377
https://t.me/profzhur/1377
https://ovd.info/news/2022/02/24/akcii-v-podderzhku-naroda-ukrainy-i-protiv-voyny
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/5574
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/5574


In Moscow, near the metro station Teatral’naya, the head
of the Civic Assistance Committee (Grazhdanskoe
Sodeistvie), Svetlana Gannushkina, was arrested.
At Manezh Square, Oleg Orlov, a member of the organizing
council for Human Rights Centre Memorial, was taken
away in a police van. He was standing with a poster reading
«Peace for Ukraine, Freedom for Russia.»

In Moscow on Komsomolsky Prospekt, a police transport van
carrying 13 detainees was in a traffic accident. Several police
officers were injured in the accident and were taken to the
hospital by ambulance. One detainee took himself to the
emergency room.

•

More to read

ЧТО Я МОГУ С ЭТИМ СДЕЛАТЬ?
Прочитать, рассказать, поддержать. Подпишитесь на регулярные
пожертвования ОВД-Инфо, чтобы как можно больше людей узнали о
политических репрессиях в России сегодня.

ПОДДЕРЖАТЬ

https://t.me/refugee_media/59
https://t.me/polniypc/1986
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13766%20
https://donate.ovdinfo.legal/?utm_source=ovd.info&utm_medium=site&utm_content=text&utm_campaign=passive&utm_term=chto_ja_mogu


The strangling of Crimea
Denis Shedov and Dan Storyev explain how the repression
in occupied Crimea was structured and how it evolved

https://ovd.info/en/2025/04/11/strangling-crimea
https://ovd.info/en/2025/04/11/strangling-crimea

